Belgium is European leader
in clinical trials

Belgium has the highest number of
pharmaceutical drugs in development
per capita in Europe. This is one of the
main conclusions of a recent survey by
Deloitte.

The pharmaceutical industry is of
crucial importance to the Belgian
economy. Over 40% of private
investment in R&D is targeted at the
pharma sector.

The Belgian authorities have taken
measures to keep approval times
among the shortest in Europe: 15 days
for Phase | and 28 days for Phase I-IV.

This provides life sciences companies
having trial activities in Belgium with
a competitive advantage over other
European regions. The collaborations
between  hospitals,  universities,
research centers and pharmaceutical
companies have created an ideal
environment for this essential part of
developing an innovative therapeutic.

With 'The initiative to promote clinical
trials in Belgium', key organizations
in the pharmaceutical industry have
established a shared Internet platform
to cope with sector challenges,
such as increased competition from
countries like India and China. Goal is
to safeguard the leading role Belgium
is playing in clinical research.

http://www.theinitiative.be/

Belgium in top 10 in
logistical efficiency

A study by the World Bank that ranks
155 countries shows the places where
goods can be transported the easiest
from one port to another and across
borders.

The ‘'Logistics Performance Index'
(LPI) is based on the assessment of six
criteria according to which a country
is given a score from 1 to 5.

With a score of 3.94, Belgium ranks
9th. In 2007, the year in which the
World Bank launched this index, our
country ranked 12th.

http://www.lloyd.be
http://info.worldbank.org/
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Belgium third most productive
country in the world

According to a study by the American
research institute The Conference
Board, work productivity in Belgium
ranks third in the world, up from
fourth place a year earlier.

http://www.conference-board.org/
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Belgium

According to a European report, the Belgian labour market has successfully weathered the crisis

On 25 November 2010, LaszI6 Andor, European Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion, presented
the half-yearly report on employment in Europe (‘Employment in Europe 2010"). This report is drawn up by the
European Commission in collaboration with Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Union.

According to the European Commissioner, the Belgian labour market has successfully weathered
the crisis. A contributing factor has been its flexibility. Together with Germany and Austria,
Belgium is one of the countries that are best positioned to launch the phase of economic
recovery.

L&szIé Andor lauded the capacity of these three countries to anticipate, as
well as their consultation with the social partners.

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catld=738&langld=en&publd=593




Brussels is Europe’s most
commercially attractive city

At Mapic, the European trade fair for commercial
real estate in Cannes (France), Brussels was voted
‘most commercial attractive city in Europe’. Indeed,
commercial real estate gets rented out quickly in
the Belgian capital and it is the only city where
vacancy levels have dropped.

Moreover, Brussels recently succeeded in bringing in
two international store chains and is now searching
for a fitting location for another nine store chains.
Plans to build a covering dome over Brussels' most
famous shopping street, the rue Neuve/Nieuwstraat,
impressed the jury at Mapic. Finally, thanks to the
Afterwork Shopping created early 2010, Brussels
is among the international cities with shopping
opportunities in the evening.

http://www.brusselnieuws.be
http://www.brucity.be
http://www.investinbrussels.com

Brussels ranked fourth best European
city for business

Brussels came in fourth place in the annual ranking
of best European cities for business that has been
compiled by the real estate consultancy Cushman &
Wakefield for the past 21 years.

Cushman & Wakefield creates the ranking on the
basis of a survey of 500 company managers. The
Belgian capital gets best results for languages
spoken, the availability of qualified staff and good
access to markets, consumers and customers, of the
telecommunications and accessibility from other
cities and countries.

http://www.cushwake.com/cwglobal/jsp/globalHomeSSO.jsp
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Company can be set up in just 4 days
in Belgium

As was confirmed in the most recent 'Global
Information Technology Report' by the World
Economic Forum and previously in the World Bank's
report, 'Doing Business 2009', it is possible to set
up a business in just 4 days in Belgium. Belgium is
one of the only countries in the world where it can
be done so quickly. Moreover there are on average
only 3 procedures required to start a business.

http://www.weforum.org/

http://www.doingbusiness.org/




Belgium

Bank services in Belgium amongst
the least expensive in Europe

In Belgium a package of basic bank services costs an
average of €63 in bank charges. This is lower than
the European average of €71.10. In Europe only the
Netherlands do better, according to the most recent
comparative study by the consultant CapGemini,
the 'World Retail Banking Report 2009'.

http://www.capgemini.com/

Belgium in top 10 countries with
fastest Internet connection

According to a report published by Akamai
Technologies of the United States, Belgium ranks 8th
among countries with the fastest Internet connection.

31% of the connections in our country are faster

than 5 Mbps (megabits per second). 29% of these

Internet connections attained speeds between
5and 10 Mbps.

http://www.thomascrampton.com

Belgian commercial rents prove
highly competitive

According to the annual study ‘Main Streets Across
the World' by real estate specialists Cushman &
Wakefield the retail rents in Belgium are exceptionally
competitive.

In comparison with other major international cities,
Brussels remains highly attractive as a base for
international brands. And it's true, the average rent
price in the Nieuwstraat/Rue Neuve in Brussels,
Belgium's most expensive commercial street, is 1,625
euros per m2 per year, which is significantly lower than
the rates in New York, London or Paris.

The Nieuwstraat/Rue Neuve in Brussels, commanding
the top rents in Belgium, is ranked 29th among the
most expensive shopping streets worldwide. The most
expensive street in the world is Fifth Avenue in New
York, where rents average 16,257 euros per m2 per
year.

"Because of the extremely competitive rental prices in
Belgium, and the stability and overall low cost of our
rents in comparison with other European capital cities,
Belgium continues to function as a test market for
major international brands", according to Cushman &
Wakefield Belgium.

http://www.investinbrussels.com/
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Belgium 8th on the list of best countries to live in

'International Living', a magazine that examined the living situation in 194 countries, ranked Belgium eighth in the list of countries with the best quality of life
(according to the Quality of Life Index). The assessment is based on criteria such as: the cost of living, cultural and entertainment possibilities, environment and
climate, safety, healthcare, infrastructure and the economic situation.

Belgium's high score - 78 out of 100 - is attributable in particular to the versatile face of Brussels, which is described as ‘the greenest capital of Europe” with many
opportunities for the many expatriates who live there. In addition, our country scores very high in terms of free time and recreation, infrastructure, and healthcare.

http://www.internationalliving.com
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Antwerp and Brussels are
top expat destinations

According to a recent survey
of European expats by expat
management agency ECA

International, the cities of Antwerp
and Brussels are among the most
favorite destinations for European
expats.

The Danish capital Copenhagen heads
the charts together with Swiss capital
Bern. Second place, out of 400, is
shared by two cities in Belgium:
Antwerp and Brussels. They beat major
business cities such as Amsterdam
(11th), Berlin (15th), Paris (20th),
Stockholm  (21st), London (31st)
and Rome (36th). The ECA study is
used by HR departments to calculate
the compensation that expats can
expect to receive for difficulties in
adapting to their new environment.
The criteria used are climate, health
services, housing, public services,
distance, social life, leisure facilities,
infrastructure, safety, political tension
and air quality, among other things.

http://www.eca-international.com
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Brussels top international
meeting city

Brussels is the top meeting city
in Europe and in second place
worldwide. This is reported in
'International Meeting Statistics for
the Year 2009', prepared by the Union
of International Associations (UIA).
According to the UIA 402 meetings
were held in Brussels. Brussels scored
lower than Singapore (746 meetings),
but higher than Paris (386), Vienna
(331) and Geneva (183).

http://www.uia.be
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Belgian education scores high worldwide

In the World Economic Forum’s 'Global Information Technology
Report' the Belgian education system scores high. In fact
Belgium is ranked 4th in the world. As far as the quality of
its math and science education is concerned our country
even comes in 3rd. For the quality of its scientific

research centres Belgium ranks 5th and o
management schools also get 5th place.
And, finally, university-industry research
collaboration in Belgium also gets good

s, coming 8th in the ranking.

w.weforum.org/




Katholieke Universiteit Leuven
among the best universities in
Europe

According to the Centre for Higher Education
Development (CHE), a German independent think
tank, the Catholic University of Leuven (K.U. Leuven)
is one of the best universities in Europe. The think
tank analyzed the departments of political science,
psychology, economics, biology, physics, chemistry
and mathematics in 130 universities. The K.U.
Leuven excels in all seven fields, but especially in
the field of chemistry and mathematics. It shares
seventh place in the ranking with Oxford University.

Ghent University (UGent) scores high for its
psychology and biology departments.

http://www.che.de

Louvain School of Management
ranked the best Belgian management
school by the Financial Times

In the 2010 edition of the ranking by the
newspaper Financial Times (FT), the Louvain School
of Management (LSM) was chosen as number 1
in Belgium for its Master in Business Engineering
degree, which is offered at the Louvain-la-Neuve
campus. This first Belgian place lands the LSM in the
prestigious top 20 of the best management schools
in the world. According to the FT ranking, the
Master in International Management programme is
even the second-best worldwide.

These outstanding results are the product of the
constant striving for high-quality courses, the open
attitude towards other fields and the business
world, the satisfaction of the alumni, and the
excellent salaries that graduates of the LSM are
able to earn in the first three years
of their careers. Finally, the Financial
Times ranking also lauded the price-
quality ratio of the programmes
offered at the LSM in comparison
with the other business schools on
the list.

The Louvain School of Management
is the management school of the
Académie Louvain (UCL, FUNDP
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FUSL and FUCaM), which is present on four
campuses (Louvain-la-Neuve, Brussels, Namur and
Mons). There are 200 professors and over 100
researchers associated with the school, who are
closely involved in the business world. The LSM
counts 1,200 students in the Master's programme
and continuing education courses. The goal of the
school is to train strong leaders, both in scientific
and human terms, through innovative teaching
methods and international programmes such as
the 'CEMS MIM" (a prestigious network of the
best management schools in Europe and the world
(HEC-Paris, London School of Economics, Bocconi,
...) and the ‘IB Global Leader" (network allowing
students to spend a year abroad, or do a 6-months
traineeship and spend 6 months at a partner
university). The Louvain School of Management also
offers an international network of partnerships with
over 130 foreign universities on the 5 continents.

http://www.lsm.be
http://rankings.ft.com
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Vlerick Leuven Gent Management School in top ten of University of Liege ninth 'best place to work'
The Economist’s MBA ranking for postdoctoral scholars

The Vlerick Leuven Gent Management School is in 10th place in The Economist’s ~ The University of Liege (ULG) ranks ninth on an international list of best places
worldwide ranking of full-time MBA programmes for 2009. for postdocs, according to a poll by the American scientific journal The Scientist.

The Scientist's poll was carried out between October and December 2008
The school climbed four places in the ranking compared to last year. The and collected opinions from 3,438 researchers from all over the world. They
Economist made the ranking based on a selection of 135 business schools evaluated the quality of their postdoctoral research at the various institutions

worldwide. The school has climbed to 4th place in Europe. based on 43 criteria. These included opportunities for building a career, the
quality and international value of the research, the infrastructure and quality
http://www.economist.com/ of life.

http://www.the-scientist.com/bptw/
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Belgium

University of Ghent in top 10 of the
journal The Scientist’s ‘Best Places to
Work in Academia 2009’

According to a ranking by the American scientific

journal The Scientist, the University of Ghent

(UGent) offers one of the best scientific work

environments outside the United States. UGent is

in 8th place in the list of ‘Best Places to Work in

Academia 2009 - Top 10 International Academic
Institutions’.

The ranking is the result of a large-scale poll of scientists
from the so-called life sciences, including the biomedical
sciences, biotechnology and medical biology. Respondents
evaluated their work environment on the basis of 38
criteria in eight different areas, such as job satisfaction,
infrastructure, salary, research resources and policy. One of
the criteria is also how often publications from a particular

institute are cited.

http://www.the-scientist.com/bptw/
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VIB department for plant research at the University of
Ghent number 1 in the world

According to a study by the ARC Centre of Excellence in Plant Energy Biology
in Australia, the Department of Plant Systems Biology (PSB) is currently the
world's best research centre into plant biotechnology.

PSB is a research department at VIB (Flemish Biotechnology Institute) and
the University of Ghent, the foundation for which was laid in the 1980s by
Marc Van Montagu and Jeff Schell. They developed the technology that makes
it possible to genetically modify plants. Their discovery made it possible to
determine the function of genes and proteins in plants, which in turn led to a
revolution in basic research into the functioning of plants. Their work was also
the foundation for the development of the biotech crops on the market today.

Since 2002 PSB, led by scientific director Dirk Inzé, has grown into a world-
renowned centre focusing on fundamental research into plant growth and
development. This research makes a significant contribution to optimising
plants for the production of food and bio-energy.

The Australian study compared the impact of work done by scientists at all
well-known plant research institutes around the world. As a yardstick the
ARC used the number of references per article, a universally accepted way of
measuring the impact of scientific research. With an average of 18 references
per article, PSB stood out among other well-known institutes, such as the Max
Planck Institute of Plant Breeding (Germany), the John Innes Centre (UK), INRA
(France) and ARC itself (Australia).

http://www.vib.be

http://www.ugent.be
http://www.plantenergy.uwa.edu.au/
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